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This year is proving once
again to be all about the
sellers. Homeowners that
have prepared their home
with the help of an expert
and priced it within the
market range often are
receiving multiple offers.
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Rudos for Unsinkable Lucy Hupp Williams, Orinda Historian

By Victor Ryerson

Lucy Hupp Williams

Photo Ohlen Alexander
€€ Iiike talking about the old stuff,”
aid Orinda historian Lucy
Hupp Williams with uncharacteristic
understatement, explaining why she
became active in the Orinda Historical
Society. But it is not like her to mem-
orize dates and places. “I'm interested
in what happened, and ... (whether it

is) something we can use now.”
Hupp Williams’ tireless promo-
tion of Orinda’s history earned her the
2008 Orinda Volunteer of the Year
Award in recognition of getting
OHS’s permanent office established
in the Orinda Library with the help of
$50,000 in grants, gifts and endow-
ments she secured on behalf of the or-

ganization. More recently, the Orinda
City Council awarded her a Certifi-
cate of Recognition for her outstand-
ing contribution to OHS.

Although she has lived in San
Mateo County since 1969, she has
logged thousands of miles crossing
the Bay to serve in her capacity as
president of OHS for 10 years, and
has spent countless hours organizing,
cataloging, and preserving Orinda’s
history because she thinks the effort
is worth it. These efforts are all the
more remarkable because they repre-
sent only one facet of her life, much
of which has involved staring down
adversity time and again.

Born in Downers Grove, Ill., she
and her family departed for California
in 1948 on doctor’s orders. Hupp
Williams — who was born with an au-
toimmune disease — contracted strep
throat and rheumatic fever, and the
family physician said it was imperative
to move somewhere with a more
equable climate to keep her alive. She,
her brother, and her parents took off in
the family station wagon, heading west.
Her father had worked in San Fran-
cisco and was familiar with Orinda,
and that is where the family settled.

When she was a 15-year-old
freshman at Acalanes High School,

Hupp Williams contracted polio, a
fearsome childhood disease that often
proved fatal, just one year before the
Salk vaccine began to be adminis-
tered to children nationwide. At first
she thought polio was going to end
her life, but she noticed that there
were two types of patients: victims
and survivors. She vowed to become
one of the latter. Always determined
and energetic as a child, she attributes
her subsequent devotion to public
service to surviving the illness.

At that time Hupp Williams
owned a horse, as did many children
in Orinda, which she paid for by deliv-
ering the Oakland Tribune newspaper
on horseback. When polio struck, she
begged her parents to let her keep the
horse so she could still ride, and they
acquiesced. Her horse was “my guid-
ing light,” she said. Combined with a
regimen of modern dance classes at
Acalanes, riding her horse was the key
to her rehabilitation. She was a March
of Dimes Poster Child, raising con-
sciousness about survivors of the dis-
ease, but contrary to her pediatrician’s
discouraging predictions, she earned a
degree at UC Berkeley, worked as an
administrator at Stanford University
for 19 years, and met her husband Buz
as a “Dramateur” at the Town Hall

Theatre in Lafayette.

It was another misfortune that
brought an end to her working career.
While walking to a meeting on the
Stanford campus in 1989, she was
struck by a truck, suffering severe head
and other injuries. The accident put her
on permanent disability, but spurred
her to step up her volunteer activities.
“I can't stand to be idle,” she said.

Not only did she begin a second
career of volunteerism that eventually
led her to take over the helm at OHS
after its president, Sarge Littlehale,
died in 2004, but she also became
deeply involved in youth sports,
women’s issues and disability rights
advocacy, and controversially held a
high profile position as the first fe-
male Police Athletic League vice
commissioner for the Peninsula re-
gion. She was inducted into the San
Mateo County Women’s Hall of
Fame in 2009 in recognition of her
achievements.

It may be no accident that Hupp
Williams has been, in her own words,
a “driven type A” in the aftermath of
misfortune. Her parents, James and
Lucie Hupp, were social activists who
“expected family members to be in-
volved in social action,” she said.
They are remembered in Orinda for

crusading for various causes before
the city council and other agencies,
and for Jim Hupp’s take-no-prisoners
approach to community issues.
“They were called Orinda's oldest
hippies,” chuckled Hupp Williams.

So what are Hupp Williams’
views about the current issues involv-
ing Orinda’s history? The Moraga
Adobe, she believes, is very impor-
tant, and she thinks Pleasanton’s ac-
tions to preserve the Alviso adobe are
an example of what should be done.
“I would like to see the [Moraga
Adobe] developer say, ‘Here, you
take this; it's too much trouble for
us,”” she said. And as far as OHS is
concerned, don’t call its quarters in
the Library an office. “It's a mu-
seum,” she stated emphatically, but
you need to make an appointment to
view the treasures within. Too many
papers and artifacts, some of which
she had donated, have been discarded
or simply disappeared.

Vice Mayor Victoria Smith, who
encountered Hupp Williams as a fre-
quent public speaker when she was
serving on the Planning Commission,
summed it all up at the recent award
ceremony: ““She is always forward
thinking,” but at the same time has an
eye on history.

MORAGA $2,099,000
5/4.5. Grand Mediterranean in coveted
private court w/enormous great room.
Close to park & schools.

Soraya Golesorkhi  CalBRE# 01771736

MORAGA $1,598,000
4/3.5. Stunning home with high-end
amenities. Fabulous yard w/vineyard,
views, level area & more.

Kathy McCann

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

MORAGA $560,000
3/2.Topnotch Town Home that’s close
to town has a chic design for the long
“haute” summer!

Patti Camras CalBRE#01 156248

MORAGA $1,695,000
5/3.5.3912 sqft, generous rooms, .34
acre lot, great yard w/pool & spa, built
in BBQ.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

CalBRE#00946092 The Holcenberg's
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The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $1,039,000
4/2. One Story with sparkling pool.
Family room, living and formal dining.
Eat-in kitchen.

ORINDA $1,995, 000
4/3.5. Elegant Orinda Country Club
home. Frml living & dining, updated
kitchen.Yrd w/pool and spa.

Emily Estrada CalBRE# 01942438

CalBRE#01373412 Vlatka Bathgate

ORINDA
3/2.5.Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.
CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,249, 000
3/2. Prestine sought after traditional
Upper Valley home. Perfect move in
condition.

Lynn Molloy CalBRE#01910108

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 21| | Orinda | 925.253.6300

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

$1,395,000 ORINDA
4/3+ Office. Ultimate Contemporary.
4185 sf, 1.43AC lot with panoramic
views.

$2,085,000

David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

HOME'S
BEST FRIEND

For over 100 years,

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage has helped
people find homes. Now the
brand’s mission extends to
man’s best friend.

Coldwell Banker has teamed
up with Adopt-a-Pet.com,
North America’s largest non-
profit pet adoption website,
to help 20,000 adoptable
dogs find a loving home.

e
MORAGA $785,000
3/2.5. Lovely updated Moraga Country
Club townhome conveniently located
close to downtown.

Laura Abrams CalBRE# 01272382

califo

MORAGA $1,250,000
5/3.2471 sf, formal living and dining,
spacious master, .36 acre lot with pool,
play structure.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,890,000
4/3. Happy Valley Traditional single Ivl
updated home with sparkling pool &
flat yrd.

Maureen Wilbur CaIBRE#O 128536

$1,565,000
5/2.5.2765 square feet on .36 acre flat
lot, completely updated with park-like
yard, cul-de-sac

Kirsten Buckley CalBRE# 01922658

ORINDA $3,695,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux.Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $1,498,000
5/3.5. Magnificent Riviera style home
with pool.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784
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